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Dissident writers from Hungary had enjoyed unusual
popularity in West Germany since the mid-1970s. This
lecture explores the West German milieu that support-
ed critical and banned intellectuals from the 1970s un-
til the mid-1990s. Who in West Germany supported dis-
sidents in Eastern Europe and why? What was their
political agenda and how did they benefit from support-
ing Hungarian dissidents? To understand this relation-
ship across the Iron Curtain, we will focus on the intel-
lectual biographies of Hans Magnus Enzensbherger and
Siegfried Unseld, the head of the Suhrkamp publishing
house. They catered to a specific West German audience
whose worldview had been shaped by the "Suhrkamp cul-
ture,”

of the 1950s. Readers had often identified with the 1968

student movement, and - leaving their youthful pen-

which so starkly contrasted with the conservatism

chant for Third World revolutions behind - felt strongly
about Germany's historical responsibility for World War
Il and the Holocaust. This predisposition paved the way
for the (however limited) success of a certain type of

East European dissident in West Germany.
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